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Focus on Children & Youth

Chair, Committee on Children & Youth

Longtime education activist

Founder of Parents United for Public Education

Parent of three children who graduated from Philadelphia public schools



Intersectional approach to issues

In addition to education: 

● Housing and eviction prevention
● Public safety and anti-violence
● Civil rights and anti-discrimination
● Worker rights

Our lens: Racial justice, economic justice, public health

Medical/behavioral health orgs and social workers are key allies in our work



School funding and equity
Increase school funding through fair taxation

Expand resources systemwide, but prioritizing where there is greatest need

Typical initiatives:

● STEP program creation and expansion
● School breakfast access
● Clean, safe water
● Teacher/staff vacancies, including special ed
● School facilities modernization



Youth Residential Placement Taskforce

Convened 2018-2019, following the death of David Hess at Wordsworth

Active implementation work is ongoing

Builds on work to reduce institutional placements for young people

Relies on expansion of effective prevention and treatment services, as well as 
community-based alternatives to institutionalization



3-year goals

Reports available at 
https://www.phila.gov/departments/health-and-human-services/youth-residential-placement-task
-force



School-based highlights

Recommendation #8, 9, 19

● New Code of Conduct
● IBHS implementation and STEP permanency 
● $150m from ARP over 4 years for “social supports such as case 

management, school counselors, home visiting, and family based 
resources”

● Focus on truancy
● Expand transition supports
● Improve quality of IEP/504, information-sharing



Youth-powered Anti-Violence Agenda
Released Spring 2021



School-based highlights
● Importance of workforce pipeline and retention for trauma therapeutic 

services
● Focus on reaching disconnected youth
● Expand STEP and counseling resources
● Specialized training and support for staff in addressing trauma
● Invest in conflict resolution, restorative practices, mentoring, and violence 

interruption
● Support feeder schools for those most impacted by violence
● Reform truancy system
● Increase access to trauma counseling



For the future

● Strong Futures for Foster Youth Act
● Youth Ombuds Office
● Youth employment initiative
● JJSC transition supports
● Expand investments in anti-violence, prevention, restorative justice, and 

crisis response
● Advocate for fully funded, 21st century schools



Contact us

Councilmember Helen Gym - helen.gym@phila.gov 

Jennifer Kates, Chief of Staff - jennifer.kates@phila.gov

Nick Spiva, Legislative Director - nick.spiva@phila.gov

Andres Celin, Outreach Director - andres.celin@phila.gov 
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