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As previously communicated, Community Behavioral Health (CBH) and Behavioral Health Special 

Initiative (BHSI) are now using the ASAM for level of care determinations in alignment with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) transition from Pennsylvania Client 

Placement Criteria (PCPC) to American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) criteria.  

 

DDAP has provided guidance regarding ASAM 3.5 level of care (previously PCPC 3B Non-Hospital Drug 

and Alcohol Short-Term Rehab and 3C Non-Hospital Drug and Alcohol Long-Term Rehab levels of care) 

here (pages 15-19). The ASAM 3.5 LOC contains two designations: 

• ASAM 3.5-High Intensity Residential Services (Short Term). This was previously known as PCPC 

3B and does NOT require a precertification.  

• ASAM 3.5-Highest Intensity Residential Services (Long Term). This was previously known as 

PCPC 3C and DOES require a precertification.  

 

All providers of PCPC 3B Non-Hospital Drug and Alcohol Short-Term Rehab are considered ASAM 3.5-

High Intensity Residential Services (Short Term) while providers of 3C Non-Hospital Drug and Alcohol 

Long-Term Rehab services are considered ASAM 3.5-Highest Intensity Residential Services (Long Term) 

at this time. Final designations will be determined after guidance is issued by DDAP.    

 

If you have any questions, please contact your assigned CBH Provider Relations Representative. 

 
 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ddap.pa.gov%2FProfessionals%2FDocuments%2FASAM%2520Application%2520Guidance%2520Final.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CMichael.A.Johnson%40Phila.gov%7C12a799afb64845af2a6308d66f4c6381%7C2046864f68ea497daf34a6629a6cd700%7C0%7C0%7C636818771210076366&sdata=8oGWij6z91EgRp5WDZra4AGyWix8owDRQTFHB7HOf%2FM%3D&reserved=0

